
To: Phil May[may@rtpenv.com] 
Cc: Marsh, Karen[Marsh.Karen@epa.gov]; Thompson, Lisa[Thompson.Lisa@epa.gov]; Hambrick, 
Amy[Hambrick.Amy@epa .gov] 
Bee: Ostrand, Laurie[Ostrand.Laurie@epa.gov]; Dickens, Brian[dickens.brian@epa.gov]; Loukeris, 
Constantinos[loukeris.constantinos@epa.gov]; Topinka, Natalie[topinka.natalie@epa.gov]; Wilwerding, 
Joseph[Wilwerding.Joseph@epa.gov] 
From: Mia, Marcia 
Sent: Tue 10/24/2017 2:03:02 PM 
Subject: RE: Subpart OOOOa Question Regarding Applicability of Flare 60.18 Vmax Requirement 
During Unforeseeable Malfunctions 

Mr. May, 

Thank you for patience as we worked through your question regarding how the 60.18 flare 
requirements apply during emergency releases from PROs at a gas plant subject to NSPS 
OOOOa. 

Our understanding is that the source is a gas plant and has applicability to NSPS OOOOa for 
the "group of all equipment within a process unit" (60.5365a(f)). Specifically of interest to you 
are the PRO requirements at 60.482-4a and the exemption from monitoring at 60.482-4a(c), 
which are cited from 60.5400a(a): 

§60.482-4a Standards: Pressure relief devices in gas/vapor service. 

(a) Except during pressure releases, each pressure relief device in gas/vapor service shall be 
operated with no detectable emissions, as indicated by an instrument reading of less than 500 
ppm above background, as determined by the methods specified in §60.485a(c). 

(b)(1) After each pressure release, the pressure relief device shall be returned to a condition of 
no detectable emissions, as indicated by an instrument reading of less than 500 ppm above 
background, as soon as practicable, but no later than 5 calendar days after the pressure 
release, except as provided in §60.482-9a. 

(2) No later than 5 calendar days after the pressure release, the pressure relief device shall be 
monitored to confirm the conditions of no detectable emissions, as indicated by an instrument 
reading of less than 500 ppm above background, by the methods specified in §60.485a(c). 
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(c) Any pressure relief device that is routed to a process or fuel gas system or equipped with a 
closed vent system capable of capturing and transporting leakage through the pressure relief 
device to a control device as described in §60.482-10a is exempted from the requirements of 
paragraphs (a) and (b) of this section. 

[Emphasis added] 

The standards at 60.482-4a apply to "leakage" (i.e., fugitive emissions) from PRO's as opposed 
to "releases" from PROs. The exemption from monitoring for PROs, which route to compliant 
control device (i.e. a 60.482-10a described control device, such as a 60.18 flare), therefore 
applies only to the fugitives monitoring requirements, not to releases from PROs during a 
startup, shutdown or malfunction event. 

During releases, the owner/operator of LDAR affected equipment under NSPS OOOOa would 
be subject to the "good air pollution control" requirements of 60.5370a(b), which may include the 
use of a 60.18 compliant flare. Whether a flare, which does not meet the requirements of 60.18 
during a high pressure release, would be considered "good air pollution control" would have to 
be made on a site specific basis. 

Also, other affected facilities (under NSPS 0000/0000a or another NSPS) within the gas 
plant which generated the release (for example, a compressor or storage vessel) may have their 
own independent requirement to comply with the underlying emissions standard "at all times" 
which could include the use of a 60.18 compliant flare but would not allow the use of a flare 
which did not comply with 60.18. Without additional information about the emissions which 
route to the PRO, we are not clear as to your scenario where there is release from a PRO which 
doesn't come from an otherwise affected facility, but we are happy to discuss such a scenario 
with you, if you have an example. 

For your convenience, I am also attaching Chapter 11 of the NSPS OOOOa Response to 
Comment Document. There is a discussion of the applicability of 60.18 during malfunctions on 
pdf pages 196-200 and our response on pdf page 201. There is also a discussion on the use of 
pressure assisted flares in the 2016 Final Rule (Attached. See 81 FR 35866 Section VI.H.5-
"Flare Design and Operation Standards"), 

Finally, this is not a formal determination of applicability for any specific site which you may be 
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env1s1oning. We encourage you to direct the source to the appropriate delegated authority to 
better determine the requirements which apply based on site specifics. I am happy to help you 
find the appropriate contact. 

Marcia B Mia 

Office of Compliance/Air Branch 

2227A WJCS 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

202-564-7042 

From: Phil May [mailto:may@rtpenv.com] 
Sent: Monday, October 16, 2017 12:53 PM 
To: Mia, Marcia <Mia.Marcia@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Subpart OOOOa Question Regarding Applicability of Flare 60.18 Vmax 
Requirement During Unforeseeable Malfunctions 
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From: "Mia, Marcia" 
Date: Monday, September 18, 2017 at 8:22AM 
To: Phillip May 
Subject: RE: Subpart OOOOa Question Regarding Applicability of Flare 60.18 Vmax 
Requirement During Unforeseeable Malfunctions 

EPA-HQ-20 18-001886 3/2/2018 ED_ 001544 _ 00002185-00004 



From: "Mia, Marcia" 
Date: Thursday, August 31,2017 at 3:36PM 
To: Phillip May 
Subject: RE: Subpart OOOOa Question Regarding Applicability of Flare 60.18 Vmax 
Requirement During Unforeseeable Malfunctions 
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From: "Mia, Marcia" 
Date: Wednesday, August 30, 2017 at 3:56 PM 
To: Phillip May 
Subject: RE: Subpart OOOOa Question Regarding Applicability of Flare 60.18 Vmax 
Requirement During Unforeseeable Malfunctions 

EPA-HQ-20 18-001886 3/2/2018 ED_ 001544 _ 00002185-00007 



From: "Mia, Marcia" 
Date: Monday, July 24, 2017 at 1:16PM 
To: Phillip May 
Cc: "Hambrick, Amy" 
Subject: RE: Subpart OOOOa Question Regarding Applicability of Flare 60.18 Vmax 
Requirement During Unforeseeable Malfunctions 
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From: "Mia, Marcia" 
Date: Wednesday, June 28, 2017 at 3:02 PM 
To: Phillip May 
Cc: "Hambrick, Amy" 
Subject: RE: Subpart OOOOa Question Regarding Applicability of Flare 60.18 Vmax 
Requirement During Unforeseeable Malfunctions 
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From: "Mia, Marcia" 
Date: Wednesday, May 31,2017 at 5:25PM 
To: "Hambrick, Amy" "Marsh, Karen" 
Phillip May 
Cc: "Witosky, Matthew" "Thompson, Lisa" 

Subject: RE: Subpart OOOOa Question Regarding Applicability of Flare 60.18 Vmax 
Requirement During Unforeseeable Malfunctions 
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